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A Survey on Materialism and Social Comparison

How often do you do the following things?

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

I discuss ads with my friends.

I ask friends for advice when | buy something.

I go shopping with my friends.

| pay attention to what my close friends buy.

I discuss ads with my parents.

I ask parents for advice when | buy something.

I go shopping with my parents.

| pay attention to friends who are richer than me, and see
what they buy.

My parents say that buying things I like is important even
if others do not like them.

My parents let me decide how I should spend my money.

My parents ask me what I think about the things | buy for
myself
My parents want to know what | do with my money.

My parents think that I can decide which things | should
or shouldn’t buy.
My parents tell me I can’t buy certain things.

| pay attention to my favorite actors and singers to see
what they buy.

My parents tell me what products and brands I should
buy.

Never

[]

1 e e s e Yy B A B A O

Seldom

[]

1 e e s e Yy B A B A O

Some-

times

[]

1 e e s e Yy B A B A O

Often

[]

1 s e s e e e N O

Almost

always

[]

1 s e s e e e N O
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17

18

19

My parents complain when they don’t like the things |
bought for myself.

My parents ask me for advice when buying things for the
family.

My parents tell me not to buy certain things.

Do you agree with the following statements?

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

32

I watch ads to know what brand has the product features |
need.

I watch ads to know what | can buy to impress others.

I watch ads to help me decide what things to buy.

I watch ads to find out where | can buy some things |
want.

I watch ads to have something to talk about with others.

I watch ads to learn about the “in’ things.

I watch ads to see people on ads who are examples of the
way | wish | were.

It is important that my friends like the products and
brands | buy anything.

I only buy those products and brands that my friends will
approve of.

I look at what my friends are buying and using before |
buy.

I like to know what products and brands make a good
impression on my friends.

If I don’t have a lot of experience with a product, | often
ask my friends about it.

I usually ask my friends to help me choose the best
product.

Never

Seldom

Some-

times

Often

Almost

always

I A I R I e
I A I R I e
I A I R I e

Strongly

disagree

[]

1 e e e 0 e A O A

Disagree

[]

1 e e e 0 e A O A

Neutral

[]

1 e e e 0 e A O A

Agree

[]

1 s e e Y e I N I O

Strongly

agree

[]

1 s e e Y e I N I O
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33

34

35

36

37

38

39

40

41

42

43

44

45

46

47

48

49

50

I’d rather spend time buying things, than doing almost
anything else.

I would be happier if I had more money to buy more
things for myself.

I have fun just thinking all the things I own.

I really enjoy going shopping.

I like to buy things my friends have.

When you grow up, the more money you have, the
happier you are.

I’d rather not share my snacks with others if it means I’ll
have less for myself.

I would love to be able to buy things that cost a lot of
money.

I really like the kids that have very special games or
clothes.

The only kind of job I want when | grow up is one that
gets me a lot of money.

I’m very satisfied with my life these days.

I’m very satisfied with my friends and social life these
days.
I’m very satisfied with my family these days.

I’m very satisfied with my school life these days.

I admire people who own expensive homes, cars, and
clothes.

The things | own say a lot about how well I'm doing in
life.

Buying things gives me a lot of pleasure.

I like a lot of luxury in my life.

Strongly

disagree

[]

1 e e s e Y e e N B N e B

Disagree

[]

1 e e s e Y e e N B N e B

Neutral

[]

1 e e s e Y e e N B N e B

Agree

[]

1 s e s Y e s e e N A B A A O O

Strongly

agree

[]

1 s e s Y e s e e N A B A A O O
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Strongly
disagree
51 My life would be better if | owned certain things | don’t
have. [:]
52 1’d be happier if I could afford to buy more things. D

How much time each day do you spend on the following things?

Strongly

Disagree Neutral Agree agree

I .
I .

a. Weekday average

b. Weekend average

53 | watching TV ( ) hour(s)/day

54 | surfing the Net

55 | reading newspapers and magazines

56 | listening to the radio

57 When commercials appear on TV, how often do you watch them?
[_] Never. ] Rarely. [_] Occasionally. [_] Frequently.

Personal Information
58 Gender: [ | Male [ ] Female

59. Single-child: [ ] Yes [ INo
60. Age:
61. Education level: [ ] Form [_]Year 1 at university

62. Monthly household income (approximately):
[ 1$10,000 or below [ ]$10,001-$30,000 [_]$30,001-$50,000

63. How much allowance do you have per week? $

(] Very frequently.

[ ]1$50,001 or above

— The end of the questionnaire. Thank you! —
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