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(information) highway and chaos 



ARPANet Advanced Research Projects Agency Network  

TCP/IP 



Suspicion of USA control 
Suspicion of American companies in 

control: e.g. IBM 



WiN 







DFN .de domain 
names 



approaching the internet 

The Radio as an Apparatus of  Communication 
Bertolt Brecht 

1932     
 

• Inventions sometimes are ahead of the public’s 
ability to understand or use them 

• One should transform the radio into a device that 
not only receives but also broadcasts 

• Making the listener also a broadcaster 
• Those using media should be conscious of the 

consequences of their actions 



approaching the internet 

The Radio as an Apparatus of  Communication 
Bertolt Brecht 

1932     
 

• Making the listener less isolated 
• Those in government should report or their 

activities 
• Media should organize these reports in such a way 

that it is clear how they address the questions of 
the goverend 



Manifestos 

American 
German 



American Manifestos 

John Perry Barlow (USA b. 1947) 
A Declaration of Independence of Cyberspace  
 
February 8, 1996 from Switzerland 
Response to Telecommunications Act of 1996 
 
“Governments of the Industrial World, you weary 
giants of flesh and steel, I come from Cyberspace, 
the new home of Mind. On behalf of the future, I 
ask you of the past to leave us alone. You are not 
welcome among us. You have no sovereignty 
where we gather.” 
 

“I”   “we”  government 



American Manifestos 

John Perry Barlow 
 
“first to apply ‘cyberspace” to internet  
From William Gibson Neuromancer 1984 
 
From the Manifesto: 
“We must declare our virtual selves 
immune to your sovereignty, even as we 
continue to consent to your rule over our 
bodies.”  
 
These virtual selves ‘live’ in cyberspace 
 
Cyberspace =  
“transactions, relationships, and thought 
itself, arrayed like a standing wave in the 
web of our communications.”  
 



American Manifestos 

John Perry Barlow 
 
 
From Manifesto: 
 
“We believe that from ethics, enlightened self-
interest, and the commonweal, our governance 
will emerge.”  
 



German Manifestos 

Pit Schultz and Geert Lovnick 
“Der Anti-Barlow” 

Telepolis 1996 

“The control of physical bodies by 
means of bodies of data happens, 
nonetheless, exactly in the area from 
which Barlow wants to declare 
independence: cyberspace is more 
than the internet. It is the entirety of 
data networks, to which both the 
police and financial centers also 
belong.” 



German Manifestos 

• Münchner Erklärung  
• (included Lovnick) 

• Hamburger Erklärung zur 
Informationsgesellschaft 

• Berliner Erklärung zur Modernisierung 
des Datenschutzrechts 

• Berliner Erklärung über offenen 
Zugang zu wissenschaftlichem Wissen 

All issued by groups 



German Manifestos 



German Manifestos 

Münchner Erklärung  
 
“The social use of the networked media by all 
citizens must be at the center of a democratic 
information society … 
 
Until now the internet has been mainly used for 
commercial and scientific purposes; its design is 
still too oriented on the classic media distribution 
model (pay-per-view or teleshopping). What 
should be striven for is the formation and 
securing of a public universal service with which 
the quality of democratic processes can be 
improved.” 

Utilizing passive voice / no personal pronouns 



German Manifestos 
Manifest der Internet-Generation  
Roger Strathausen  
(PhD at Stanford University)  
 
Intellectual arrogance has a tradition 
in Germany. The student movement, 
the Frankfurt School, the social 
movements… they all claim to speak 
for others The internet generation 
doesn’t need them. We speak for 
ourselves. … We end the century old 
hegemony of negative thinking in 
Germany … we stand in the tradition 
of Nietzsche, we feel the intoxication 
of the Romantics and Goethe’s 
desire to create. We feel in us the 
spirit of a new age. 



approaching the internet 

Hacker EthicsJanuary 22, 2002  (webmaster)What are the ethical 
principles of hacking - motivation and limits･ Access to computers - and 
anything which might teach you something about the way the world really 
works - should be unlimited and total. Always yield to the Hands-On 
Imperative!･ All information should be free.･ Mistrust authority - 
promote decentralization.･ Hackers should be judged by their hacking, 
not bogus criteria such as degrees, age, race, or position.･ You can create 
art and beauty on a computer.･ Computers can change your life for the 
better.･ Don't litter other people's data.･ Make public data available, 
protect private data. 

Whoever seeks emancipation from technology, regardless of how it 
is structured, or a technological system, succumbs to an obscure 
belief in progress if they think that freedom of the media will 
happen on its own if only everyone broadcasts and receives on 
their own, then you are falling prey to a liberalism that hides its 
withered concept of a pre-stabilized harmony of societal interests 
behind contemporary make-up. 
 
Hans Magnus Enzensberger 



Politics 



Politics 

Jörg Tauss 
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German Print Media in Cyberspace 

 After English, 
largest number of 
webpages are in 
German 
 Business (amazon) 
 Zeitung -schrift 
 Art and Lit 
 Porn 
 Personal pages 
 Groups 

 Clubs 
 Politics 

 Blogs 
 Vlogs 
 chilloutzone 

http://chilloutzone.de/


Dynamic 



Projekt Gutenberg 



Wolfgang F. Bachschneider: 
Das digitale Dachau (1984) 



The Intersection of the Internet and 
Literature in German(y) 

Thomas Meinecke 
 The fact that Rainald Goetz’s 

Internet diary Abfall für alle not only 
functioned later as a book but also 
once again revealed all its greatness 
comforts me somewhat about that 
tiresome yet widespread crop of 
Internet literature, which, from 
the start, has wanted nothing 
more than to be printed as soon 
as possible—on sublime sheets 
of paper. (my emphasis) 



absolut homer Walter Grond 



absolut homer 

Inhalt: 
Ausgehend von der These einer 
Wiener Ethnologin, die antike 
Odyssee sei eine phönizinische 
Weltumseglung gewesen, rief Walter 
Grond das Unternehmen Absolut 
Homer ins Leben. 22 Autoren 
erhielten den Auftrag zu den 
Stationen dieser Weltumseglung zu 
reisen, um vor Ort ein Kapitel der 
Homer'schen Odyssee neu zu 
schreiben u. zugleich ein Stück 
zeitgemäße Reiseliteratur zu verfassen. 

Belletristik 
 
Standort: 
DR.R : Reiseromane 
 
Personen: 
Grond, Walter 
 
Zusatzfelder: 
Art und Inhalt: Belletristik 
Herkunft: IDN: 118 
 
Verlag: 
Droschl 
 
Erscheinungsort: 
Graz 
 
Jahr: 
1995 
 
Umfang: 
584, [22] S. : zahlr. Ill. 

Beinhaltet die AKTE ODYSSEUS 
 
Telemachie: Walter Grond 
Phäaken/Ägypten: Elfriede Czurda 
Lotophagen/ Lybien: Ferdinand Schmatz 
Kyklopen/ Tunesien: Dezsö Tandori 
Kirke/ Lofoten: Julian Schutting 
Yoko Tawada 
Patrick Deville 
Unterwelt/ Niagara: Ingram Hartinger 
Sabine Scholl 
Sirenen/ Brasilien: Kurt Neumann 
Plankten/ Feuerland: Hans Jürgen Heinrichs 
Skylla/ Anden: Ludwig Fels 
Charybdis/ Torres-Straße: Lucas Cejpek 
Helios/ Benares: Josef Winkler 
Kalypso: Helga Glantschnig 
Jürgen Ritte 
Scheria/ nach Kairo 
Die Heimfahrt/ Alexandria - Triest: Jean Pierre Lefebvre 
Heimkehr: Günther Freitag 
Angela Krauß 
Ilma Rakusa 
Paul Wühr 



Monika Wunderer 

Why "The Odyssey"? 
 
… interpreting virtual reality as an allegory of wanderings 
in the Net, the wanderings of Odysseus transposed into 
Cyberspace, navigating in the World Wide Web.  
 
Our objectives are: to transmit "The Odyssey" across 
The Seven Seas within one hour and to bear the 
hardships caused by our wanderings through the Net 
and the intellectual confrontation necessary for an artistic 
approach to the Internet as a new media.  



Monika Wunderer 



Ephemeral and the NOW 

 
 

↵  

 



Zum Mitmachen 

Read online  
comic as is  
OR 
Make your own 



Andreas Neumeister 
Angela Davis löscht ihre Website (2002) 



Andreas Neumeister 
Angela Davis löscht ihre Website 

Netporno (Danke Amerika?) 



Surfing | Sampling 
Un-Roman 

Materialsammlung 

Gruppenprojekt 
Communicate from all over the world 

Fax, letter, email, etc. 

2001/3 

“This way, pop really does bring the past into the present: through 
citation. Through sample. Whereby a sample also releases memory. I 
don’t understand the techno-oriented theoretician’s idealized 
notion, according to which there ought to be totally reference-free 
samples.” (Myself as Text) 

Identity, hybridity 



Jean Paul:  
Des Feldpredigers Schmelzle Reise  
nach Flätz mit fortgehenden Noten 

Goethe: 
epistolary 

Döblin: Berlin Alexanderplatz 



staging 



From script 



to performance 



communication and group formation 

 Facilitate communication between groups 
previously established in the physical 
sphere within and/outside of national 
boundaries 

 Facilitate communication between non-
traditional groups within and/outside of 
national boundaries 

 Facilitate formation of virtual communities 
that may or may not adhere to societal 
norms within and/outside of national 
boundaries 



critical issues 

Role of government 
in creating and maintaining network 
in ensuring access 
in promoting and enforcing societal 

norms 
as counterbalance to commercial 

interests 



critical issues 
Role of groups  
that have existed outside of the 

internet 
that exist primarily ‘online’ or as a 

result of the internet 
Cross-relationship between 

individuals, 
social/economic/ethnic/political 
interest groups, government, and 
commercial entities  
 



critical issues 

Role of private enterprise  
How to make money online? 
Access and control over client 

information 
Unrestricted / unregulated 

 



critical issues 

Suspicious of or embracing the 
chaos of unrestricted interactivity 

Is there truly a ‘virtual’ in 
contradistinction to the ‘physical’? 

Performative act of WWW 
experienced individually or in 
groups 

Glory and woes of no filters 
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