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The Clerical Script of the Eight Masters of Xiling

(Abstract)
Daniel C.K. Lau
Hong Kong Baptist University

With the rise of the relatively modern regular, running and cursive scripts, clerical script suffered significant decline. The trend
did not reverse until the Qing dynasty when interest in the archaic forms of Chinese writing resurged in the practices of calligraphy
and seal carving especially in the Zhejiang area where epigraphy was widely studied during the mid-Qing period.

In Hangzhou, Zhejiang, there were the Eight Masters of Xiling (Xi/ing ajia), namely Ding Jing (1695-1765), Huang Yi (1744~
1801}, Fiang Ren {1743-1795) , Xi Gang (1746-1802), Chen Yuzhong (1762-1806), Chen Hongshou (1768-1822), Zhao Zhichen (1781~
1852} and Qian Seng (1818-1860). Since the grouping is based on a seal-carving lineage spanning over three generations after Ding
Jing, previous studies have mostly focused on the arfists” seal carving styles and techniques at the expense of their calligraphic
accomplishments, especially their clerical script which benefited immensely from their scholarship in epigraphy and evidential research
as well as their familiarity with the related artifacts.

Ding Jing

© Ranked at the top of the Eight Masters, Ding Jing broke away from the brush method of Han stelae in favour of a spontaneous
“bloated-ink” (zharngmo) effect by leaving ink and water not yet well mixed on the paper to conjure up an illusion that the strokes were
still wet. He further extended his hallmark seal carving technique of “choppy short cuts” (susdao duangic} to produce jerky and serrated
strokes that endow his calligraphy with a metal-and-stone flavour reminiscent of the weathered and damaged artifacts.

]1ang Ren

Drawmg inspiration from Ding Jing for his seal carving and Han stelae for his clerical script, Jiang Ren was considered the best
by his contemporaries for his unconventional calligraphy. Relatively rare when compared with his running and cursive scripts, Jiang’'s
seal script is characterized by its angularity accentuated by occasional rounded strokes to evoke an antiquity that is by no means
stifled by his models. Besides, there is a distinctive element of improvisation in his reinterpretation of the great tradition.

Huang Yi

Huang Yi, a student of Ding Jing in seal carving and epigraphy, is most celebrated for his rediscovery and research into the
carved stones at the Wu Liang Shrine in Jiaxiang, Shandong. Boasting an enviable exposure to and a rich collection of stones and
bronzes, he has left behind a large volume of copies of inscriptions, among which the large-character pieces are mostly in clerical -
script while those in stone-drum and bronze scripts number fewer. His works in clerical script, which were hotly sought after, are
either his own eclectic creations after Han stelae or simply copies of such inscriptions. In ingeniously smoothening the sharp strokes
of the Han inscriptions, Huang was successful in deriving his personal vocabulary from the tradition. Another distinctive feature of
his consists in blending together elements from the small and large seal scripts to produce strokes that are diverse in thickness, shape
and tone to make up an overall structure that can be either compact or straggly. In addition, Huang was the first among the Eight
Masters to use the clerical script for side inscriptions on seals. ‘

Xi Gang

Xi Gang modeled on both Ding Jing and Qin-Han seals for his seal carving and derived his seal script from his own seal carving
theory that rounded brushwork that creates a sense of smooth advancement should be employed in conjunction with angular brushwork
to strengthen the otherwise dispirited rendering. Thanks to his familiarity with Han stelae, his works emit majesty and a strong
antique flavour of stones and bronzes in the interplay between the angular and round lush strokes.

Chen Yuzhong
While perpetuating the tradition of carving side inscriptions on seals in the clerical script started by Huang Yi and Xi Gang, Chen
single-cut” (dandag) method of turning the stone instead of the knife

S

Yuzhong derived his seal carving techniques from Ding Jing’s
for more flexible cuts. This is why the style of his side inscriptions varies from stone to stone. As for his clerical script, the origins can
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be traced back to the Stele for Mount Hua, only sleeker and more elaborate with its tilted form and simulated chipped effect to evoke a
metai flavour. A comparison of the large—character clerical script between Chen and Xi Gang would show that Chen is inclined towards
regularity and smoothness in his interpretation of the Stele for Zhang Jian and Eulogy on Fuge of the Han dynasty, which is consistent
with his neat and refined seal carving style.

Chen Hongshou

Equally accomplished in making clay teapots which are named after him as Mansheng teapots, Chen Hongshou excelled in the
runming, cursive, seal and clerical scripts. Unlike the other Xiling Masters, Chen was indebted to Han “cliff carvings” {moya) found on
roughly hewn and unpolished rocks rather than Han stelae and hence the vastly irregular size and form of characters in his calligraphy
which is often marked with rawness, stark contrast and improvisation although harmonious balance is sometimes achieved through
characters with a compact core and outstretching strokes.

Zhao Zhichen

Zhao Zhichen's steep in epigraphy shows through in his simple and unaffected clerical script. His brushstrokes are round and
evenly modulated, eschewing the conventional clerical script feature of “canfou yanwer” (silkworm head and goose tail), or the thickening
of horizontal strokes and the emphatic upward tilt at the end of rightward-descending diagonal strokes. Together with the careful
attention paid to the manipulation of positive and negative spaces within the characters to create harmonious compaosition, such
controlled brushwork suggests correspondence in style with his seal carving, which is described as punctilious. Closely associated
with that of solemn Han stelae housed in temples, his disciplined style is a perfect choice for couplets expressing orthodox Confucian
admonitions.

Qian Song

Against a foundation that is profoundly influenced by the inscriptions that he collected, Qian Song consciously exuded a highly
personal touch through contrasting his emphatically dark strokes with dry “flying-white” (fzibai) effects. The stormy untrammeled
momentumn is highlighted by bringing the properties of water, ink and paper into full play so that there is vitality in an overall
composed impression. In this sense, Qian closely resembles Chen Hongshou in emphasizing the artist’s innate talents over acquired
skills and thus brought forth spontaneity and freshness in his clerical script. ‘

Conclusion

While the Eight Masters of Xiling invariably owed their virtuosity in the clerical script to their conscientious study of Han stelae
and rock engravings, they did not write with one single style owing to the disparity in their choice of models, interpretation and
calligraphic theories. Nevertheless, their works all emit some kind of a bronze-and-stone flavour through their rawness and irregular
brushwork. Their mastery of the clerical script is further evidenced by the side inscriptions that they carved onto seals. In a sense, this
visual projection of antiquity has efficaciously enhanced the Eight Masters’ identity as scholars of epigraphy.
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Li Hanzhang & #% (1821-1899)
Li Jian 4 (1747-1799)

Li Mi &3 (4th century)

Li Shan # 4 (2-689)

Li Shangyin ## 4 (813-858)
LiSi &4 (2- 208 B.C)

Li Xiang % (1859-1931}

Li Yong # & (678-747)

Li Yu &% {1611-1685)

Li Yu & %% (ca. 1843-ca. 1905}
Li Yuandu EAE (1821-1887)
Li Yusun 8% (1765-ca. 1839)
Liang Peilan £## (1629-1705)
Liang Shaoren £ # & (1792-7)
Liang Tingnan # &4 (1796-1861)
Liang Zhangju % %4£(1775-1849)
Ling Tingkan # 3 (1757-1809)
Liu Bei #|48 (161-223)

Liu Gongquan #f A4 (778-865)
Liu Huadong /¥ & (1773-1836)
Liu Qiu 23 (1392-1443)

Liu Xianxin #2048 (1896-1932)
Liu Xie £ 4 (ca. 465-ca. 522)

Liu Xihai # &% (1793-1852)

Liu Yuan )% (17th century)

Liu Yun 8% (971-1031)

Lu Guimeng % & % (?- ca. §81)
Lu Hui F% (1851-1920)

Lu Ji 4% (261-303)

Lu You K # (1125-1210)

Lu Yun % (262-303)

Lii Liuliang & & & {1629-1683}
Luo Tianchi # & & (18th century)
Ma Dian %% (15th-16th century)
Ma Rong % # (179-166)

Ma Yuan %if (12th-13th century)
Ma Zonghuo % % & (1897-1976)
Mao Qiling £ # (1623-1716)
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Meng Chang &4 (915-969)

Mi Fa # 3% (1051-1107)

Mi Wanzhong * % 4# (1570-1628) ;
Ming Binglin #1588 (19th century) !
Monk Danju # £ (1309-1382)

Ni Zan #3% (1306-1374)

Niu Shuyu $z#f & (1760-1827)

OQuyang Xun B ¥ (557-641)

Pan Cun %4 (1818-1893)

Pan Lei #& % (1646-1708)

Pan Ni #% & (ca. 250-ca. 311)

Pan Shi'en &4 & (1770-1854)

Pan Zuyin #48 & (1830-1890)

Peng Ruixun # 43 (17" century)

i Gong A% (1912-2005)

Qi Ji %2 (ca. 860-)

Qian Dazhao # % 18 (1744-1813)

Qian Huian &% % (1833-1911)

Qian Song ## (1818-1860)

Qian Tang 4% (1735-1790) ;
Qin Guan £ (1049-1100)
Qiu Jun £33 (1420-1495)

Qu Daijun & % ¥ (1630-1696)
Quan Zuwang 3782 (1704-1755)
Ren Bonian 4447 (1840-1896) !
Ren Xiong £ % (1820-1857)
Ruan Ji Fe4f (210-263) i
Ruan Yuan Fost. (1764-1849) 3
Sha Menghai # % i (1900-1992)
Shang Kexi #% 7 & (1604-1676)
Shang Zhixin # %1% (1635-1680)
Shao Jinhan 48 i (1743-1796)
Shen Zhou A (1427-1509)
Sikong Tu # % Bl (837-908)

Sima Guang # % #. (1019-1086)
Song Xiang %8 (1748-1826)

Su Liupeng 35+ M (ca. 1791-1862)
Su Shi ## (1037-1101)

Sun Du # /& (19th century)

Sun Guoting # # 5 {648-703)
Sun Jia'nai %% & (1827-1909)
Tan Jingzhao #4088 (1774-1830)
Tang Hanti & # 2 (1816-1896) |
Tao Yuanming M # ¥ (ca. 372-427) !
Wang Chang E42 (1725-1806) ‘
Wang Dao ¥ {276-339)

Wang Duo Z4 (1593-1652)
Wang Fu £ 4 (1738-1788)

Wang Fu’an Z#& /& {1880-1960}
Wang Gu 74 (1754-1821)
Wang Houzhi £ &% (1131-1204)




Wang Mang £ 3% (45 B.C.-23 A.D.)
Wang Meng % (1308-1385)
Wang Mingsheng £ % & (1722-1798)
Wang Niansun £4& # (1744-1832)
Wang Quan i£3# (1828-1891)
Wang Sengda I i (423-458)
Wang Shimin £ ¥4 (1592-1680)
Wang Shu X3 (1668-1743)

Wang Tao Z# (1828-1897)

Wang Wan &% (1624-1691)

Wang Xizhi £ £Z (ca. 307-ca. 365)
Wang Yinzhi £ 3 Z (1766-1834)
Wang Yuanqgi £/&4F (1642-1715)
Wang Yuansun & % (1789-1835)
Wang Zhaolong £ # (1722-1780)
Wang Zhideng £ # 4 (1535-1612)
Wang Zhong i (1745-1794)

Wei Shiqi &4 4 (1671-1741)

Wei Weizeng #45 ¥ (1828-1881)
Wen Tong L Fl (1018-1079)

Wen Zhengming X 404 (1470-1559)
Wen Zhenheng & ¥ (1585-1645)
Weng Juan # % (8th century)
Weng Xincun %54 (1791-1862)
Wu Bin £# (ca. 1543-ca. 1626)
Wu Dongfa % & (1747-1803)

Wu Mengju % %% (1640-1717)

Wu Sangui % =4 (1612-1678)

Wu Shifen & X % (1796-1856)

Wu Wei 2% (1636-1696)

Wu Yi #1& {1745-1799)

Xia Tongshan X Fl & (1831-1880)
Xian Yuging #. % # (1894-1965)
Xie An # % {320-385)

Xie Lingyun 3 £ (385-433)

Xie Qikun #AL T (1737-1802)

Xing Shu. it (1759-1823)

Xing Tong k44 (1551-1612)

Xu Han # ¥ (1797-1866)

Xu Liangshi % B 4 (19th century)
Xu Shen 34 (30-124)

Xue Shanggong # # % (12th century)
Yan Changming & f % (1731-1787)
Yan Guan #&# (1779-1819)

Yan Jie Bt {1763-1843)

Yan Kejun &7 ¥ (1762-1843)

Yan Ruoju ® % # (1636-1704)

Yan Yannian #83Z (384-456)

Yan Zhenqing 7 £ # (709-785)
Yang Bin %% (1650-1702)

Yang Meizi #3  (1162-1232)

Yang Ningshi # X, {§73-957)
Yang Yisun # % (1813-1881)
Yang Yizeng # 21 3% (1787-1856)
Yang Yun #1% (7-45 B.C.)

Yao Xie #b5 (1805-1864)

Ye Yusen ¥ % #& (1878-1939)

Yin Yaopan #4738 (780-855)

Yu Fan £#1 (164-233)

Yu Ji B % (1272-1348)

Yu Jianhua 441 % (1895-1979)

Yu Minzhong F#F (1714-1779)
Yu Shinan & #& (558-638)

Yuan Mei ## {1716-1798)

Yuan Zhen A4 (779-831)

Yun Shouping #E-& ¥ (1633-1690)
Yunxi A4& (1711-1758)

Zeng Ao ¥R (1760-1831)

Zeng Guofan ¥ B # (1811-1872)
Zhan Ruoshui ## K {1466-1560}
Zhang Ji #4# (ca. 765-ca. 830)
Zhang Jiayu # % % (1615-1647)
Zhang Jinfang #4535 (1747-1792)
Zhang Jizhi #7% 2 (1186-1263)
Zhang Ruitu %% 8 (1570-1641)
Zhang Sui #i#£ (19th century)
Zhang Weiping 4 & (1780-1859)
Zhang Xiong % f& (1803-1886)
Zhang Xuecheng ¥ ## (1738-1801)
Zhang Xuehua #% %% (1863-1951)
Zhang Yanchang &% & (1738-1814)
Zhang Yuesong -4 (1773-1843)
Zhang Yun #3 (1731-1739)

Zhao Mengfu # F# (1254-1322)
Zhao Mingcheng i 8 3% (1081-1129)
Zheng Bangiao 444§ (1693-1765)
Zheng Chenggong 47 (1624-1662)
Zheng Fu ¥ & (1622-1693)

Zheng Gu % (849-911)

Zheng Wenzhuo # % % (1856-1918)
Zheng Xuan #% (127-200)

Zheng Zhen #3%- {1806-1864)
Zhong You 484 (151-230)

Zhou Bida A X (1126-1204)

Zhu Gao %#% (12th century)

Zhu Weibi % % # (1771-1840)

Zhu Wenzao £ % (1735-1806)
Zhu Xi %% (1130-1200}

Zhu Yizun ®H4 (1629-1709)

Zhu Yun *% (1729-1781)

Zhuang Zi ¥ {ca. 369- ca. 286 B.C.)
Zhuge Liang # % #% (181-234)
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# % Huang Yi (1744-1802)
HEARLEW Fivecharacter-line Couplet in Clerical Seript

RFUBE HRTRE
Free from cares to be able to sit in quietude;
Rich with blessings to be able to read in solitude.

HEkREHE-

WEHEZRAY (AXFW) EZ5FT(AXTY) AEF(aXEFY) b4 BEFETEHER KX RFH)
K A9T5x21E X

Signature: Huang Yi, Qiu’an.

Artist’s seals: Huarig Y7 siyin, Lianzong dizi, Xiao Penglai, zhisheng wei shifma bushi zuonie gian

Ink on paper, 97.5 x 21 cm each

EH-FRRMCREHBTE FICH SO A B4 Y20 (WEYHE Al (RE24) -
FH RS2 BE (BR300 F FERASEMBOEER 2 F LR 2V REWW A M T EAF fr- WA A
BEFHRRG W (REAZAZEM P FAFARAE_TIE - ARAFE-FHEAALFE) (B
WRAR) BA(ERGRE) FRRUEKARE - AEANF ] 2D HRAEHT - Ao REFFF- 21
FRUIE-HE-REZRF DAL LAERLE (RE40) FL - R Ea UDEREFH) 2

THARER GleorhEt e LR hPL -PUNE-ER LTS ERAW HIHSTHRARARS (b
FR)IATLARE - HLFml 41

FEMARE AIEZARIZ HETRTATAB YR BETEFE S EIBRBIR ERELNAK
SEFLBERA R CEREERLA S —RAREARRZARER E AR FH2BEF-"HTHTAHHIA
B RS GEIH ENR - FURERA R E - NUERE - BASL T HHERARSE(REMR SEHLAE
RABREE FUAERAS -BHHALER- ATIA B - DRIV AR EUBLTERRT AR EY
FotiB I BEF2 40 A AT AL AN R - THRMZTEFEL ARG A EM 2 Y
FE-RAEGHEMAEZGRE - WEREERFATR - LHRAESA T BERHA2RFEATRABZER.

HEK

Huang Yi, a native of Renhe (present-day Hangzhou), Zhejiang, was involved in the compilation of Sitw guansiu. He was
initiated into the collection of stones and bronzes by Qian Daxin (cat. no. 24), Weng Fanggang (cat. no. 28) and Gui Fu (cat. no. 30)
and became one of the Five Masters of Epigraphy for his scholarship and 3000-strong collection of rubbings.! Noted for his seal
carving, he ranked among the Eight Masters of Xiling. In addition, he was a poet, painter and calligrapher especially in the seal
and clerical scripts.?

The couplet is adapted from a poem by Su Shi and a writing by Zhang Chao that speak of the preciousness of having the
leisure to sit around doing nothing and to read books.?

One of the Eight Clerical Script Masters of the Qianlong-Jiaging period, Huang was believed by Jiang Baoling as to have
retained the Qin-Han tradition in its steely quality.* What sets Huang apart is his being at once a seal carver and a scholar of
epigraphy.® The characteristics of his clerical script are seen in his awlcwardness and archaism.5 In the case of the exhibit, archaism
is at play in the discriminate use of flying-whites and sprayed endings, the subdued flaring strokes and the round and substantial
execution. Such features are believed to have been borrowed from Jizoguan Stele as Fang Shuo has suggested that Huang modeled
ont the stele for his large clerical script.” Instead of straitjacketed by his model, Huang introduced variation by altering the
radicals of the otherwise square characters. The calligrapher’s sensitivity towards space, probably an extension of his seal carving
aesthetics, is evident in his deliberate asymumetrical alignment of lines and the rhythmically jagged horizontals. This dainty

piece is made all the more elegant by the archaic clerical script.
YsC
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Piti%#F Chen Hongshou (1768-1822)
HE L& % Fivecharacter-line Couplet in Clerical Script

HEAET AUELE
The brush wielded as if having spring in one’s grasp;
The headdress lax as if roaming in seas with clouds.

REBREFE (KX F0) REZH (AXHw)
#A £902x 215 %
Signature: Chen Hongshou, Mansheng.

Artist’s seals: Chen shi Zigong, Chen Hongshou yin
Ink on paper, 90.2 x 21.5 cm each

MAFZ R T REAMARSE R ANRERAFA - AN IR EEL DA ABER BRI 474
TR B

B RARBCERE) ERFE- FEREWMAEES THEREBA - BROF ESFE-ZRE NS0 E
ARG RERE EENF B LARER HB 2 REA XA R BB T IR ERALHH - THZEFR
IR A (B MORER B LEF - ERER-FAZAERA AT RN -1 A AR 2 X1
BAMGEZ " f{(BBEE 2 [EL4RTRAMRT R HFAL LEAF R B P TRHAL S48
FoRREA - EMARREZFE LARNRFR BAREWMARSBI F A M 4o

BENRUEEA - R2ARTLERAF (B R BT AR E S EE L TR ERN G 7 2 5 084
WRAZHETHR - JRARBFAS LB RZER S AW HBEARS AR T L BRA PR P A H AL}
ER -0y 4V S ¥k

RFE#

There is a strong personality to Chen Hongshou's seal, clerical, running and cursive scripts. Drawing his nourishment from
Han cliff inscriptions, Chen formed his unconventional and unique clerical script with a strong bronze-and-stone flavour, for
which the calligrapher was most acclaimed.

Simulating the Zu/ogy of Xivia, an Eastern Han cliff inscription, the calligraphy of this couplet borders on the seal script with
its squarish structuring, centre-tip brush method, round and angular rendering, and strokes that are uniform in thickness from
beginning to end. The strokes, in particular, are original by reversing the expected length and extending the intersecting diagonals
for symmetry and ornamental effects. Li Yufen once saw a set of six panels of clerical script collected by Xu Lianfang and thought
that Chen managed to look beyond the ancient that he modeled on and that his works were so creative that they should be able
to stand the test of time.! According to Yugs shuhua, however, Chen's calligraphy, especially his clerical script, was contrived and
his seal script was lacking in elegance. Thus, it is evident that the distinctive personality of Chen’s cailligraphy was not unanimously
approved as is usual for innovative artistic attempts.

Chen’s pursuits for stylistic development can be exemplified by a dated (1814) seven-character-line couplet in clerical
script housed in the Suzhou Museum.® The calligraphy shows the forcefully round and slender strokes typical of the calligrapher’s
early style as well as elongated seal structure traceable to his later days. Judging from the similarity with this Suzhou piece and
the mid- to late-year style of the inscriptions, the exhibit is probably done after Chen was 46.

NSW

fo-
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B¥57 Chen Hongshou (1768-1822)
#Z£ -+ &% Sevencharacter-line Couplet in Clerical Script

ARELESHEN BIFHFE S
The family’s scholarship sought by shoals of scholars;
The poems impromptu chanted on thousands of lips.

ARk EEHE _REE 2L EREE

BEBRETE (RXFW) KRRV {(AXFE)

ERVE ARFMEFTZ (kX RFW) FTE£A8 (X RAW)
BAMER £1328x32E X

Inscription and signature: At the behest of my senior Mintang. Your junior Chen Hongshou, Mansheng.
Artist's seals: Chen shi Zigong, Chen Hongshou yin

Collector’s seals: (Jufer suolan shuhua zhi yin, Jinzi sheng Baimin

Ink on gold-flecked waxed paper, 132.8 x 32 cm each

B FTAOREA - FIBE SHMN A FEFE (1800 RA-FEL BN wol [ TA KL RER,
AU T IRXEE-EEERE - A T2 BTH - H-HF (B339 EF (RE40) FFL-R[HEANK]
o FE(RRERE)- (R lawE)F°

WHREFLEIAGHE - rRELS - ERAERR-FRR P F RS LT E R REE B -(a 1
EYRBERTB BB FALAME-BXAEH -HARAE (BR 148 BCEAS) 2[R0 ¥ RAH T
WHE REAR(RABH ZEREFNZF BREATRE HEHXTRPL - FARERRBAUANOER
RGMB)SBEEANA- RTRIRTEEN S RTAMAAF L FA-RARR XA THRERSER HH
HERSARBLURNER- EFRERT FHE CHFE2H LERRAH L NERERTHE R TR ZAR-
FREFRADFETR - BREBRG ABEH RARM A AR E - BB UBHFFRE A EZRE RS
BERZABER - ZTHEZ & FhF 24

RE%

Chen Hongshou, a native of Qiantang (present-day Hangzhou), Zhejiang,! became a designated Graduate for Preeminence
in the 6th year of the Jiaqing reign (1801) and rose to the rank of Subprefectural Magistrate of Naval Defence of Jiangnan ? He
once worked under Ruan Yuan, who was then Governor of Zhefiang.® Excelling in poetry, calligraphy, especially the seal and
clerical scripts, and painting, Chen was fascinated with cliff and stele inscriptions. His skill in seal carving earned him a status in
the ranks of Ding Jing, Jiang Ren, Huang Yi (cat. no. 38), Xi Gang (cat. no. 40) and others as one of the Eight Masters of Xiling.

This couplet is written with rounded and well defined steely strokes with a suggestion of aloof spirituality. The squat,
squarish and outwardly extending structuring is somewhat similar to the Exlogy on Shimer of the Eastern Han, which was a rare
choice for the Han clerical script in the Qing period because of its unorthedox style. In his epilogue to the Exlogy written around
the Tongzhi and Guangxu reigns, Zhang Zuyi (cat. no. 148) of the Tongcheng School of literature attributed the unpopularity of
the text among learners of Han stelae to its intimidating imposingness. The fact that Chen devoted himsel to the stele and other
similar works before the epilogue was written can perhaps be taken as his determination to innovate although the influence of
Ruan Yuan was not to be dismissed.’ In Chen’s seal script, the horizontal strokes tend to extend sideways and the components in
the character detached from one another to produce stark spatial contrast in length, direction and compactness. As a result, there
is unconformity in the overall balanced uniformity. A touch of distinctive rawness suggestive of a bronze-and-stone flavour is
added by the use of angular brushwork for the twists and turns and the hidden-tip technique for the rightward slanting strokes.
Judging from the sleek and sharp brushwork and the running script in the inscriptions, the couplet is probably attributable to the

calligrapher’s middle to late years.
NSW
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