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How Steles of the Han Dynasty Inspired
Zheng Fu

Daniel Lau 22 K

Formerly Assistant Professor, now Associate Professor of the Academy of Visual Arts at the Hong Kong
Baptist University

In late Ming and early Qing period, more and more scholars began to research and correct history and classics
through epigraphy. Researchers from north to south began to search steles of the Han dynasty and recognised the
aesthetic value of the calligraphy thereon. Zheng Fu, a representative calligrapher in early Qing period, was passionate
about searching steles and imitated their calligraphy. He had long been studying more than 20 steles, including the
Stele of Cao Quan, Stele of Lou Shou, Stele of Ritual Vessels, Stele of Heng Fang, Stele of Zhang Qian, Stele of Lu Jun,
Stele of Yi Ying, Stele of Xiaoguan, the Front and Back Stele of Shichen and the Inscriptional Stone in the 2™ Year of
Wufeng Period. This thesis compares the calligraphy of Zheng Fu and that on relevant steles, analysing how he adopted
the various writing skills and structures of the calligraphy of those steles, which were integrated with his own distinct
features.
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