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Schwa 

An Animated and Narrated Glossary of 

Terms used in Linguistics 

presents 
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schwa 

 
This is the symbol called the “schwa”, 

pronounced “sh..wa” as one syllable. 

 

It is often used as a phonetic symbol. 
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The schwa sound 
As a phonetic 
symbol, [] is a 

vowel articulated 

with the tongue 

body in a neutral 

position. 

The tongue body is neither retracted, nor fronted, 
nor raised, nor lowered. 

The End 
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