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Root and Terminal 
 

An Animated and Narrated Glossary of 

Terms used in Linguistics 

presents 

Slide 2 

Ideas 

• The root node is the highest node on a 

tree. 

• The terminal nodes are nodes that do not 

dominate other nodes. 
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Illustration 
Root node 

Terminal nodes 

Direction of 

domination 
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Examples in Linguistics 

syllable 

rime onset 

coda nucleus 

D 

VP NP 

S 

N V NP 

D N 

s t r 

a i d 

The cat licked 

the cheese 
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The End 
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