Welcome to the online survey about journalistic cultures, administrated by Hong Kong Baptist University, Sun Yat-sen University and more than 10 universities around the world.

This survey is part of our international project Journalistic Role Performance Around the Globe (journalisticperformance.org). 

Almost 30 countries participate in this survey: Argentina, Australia, Brazil, Chile, China, Cuba, Cyprus, Denmark, Egypt, Ecuador, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iraq, India, Italy, Ireland, Malaysia, Mexico, Nigeria, Poland, Philippines, Russia, South Africa, Spain, Switzerland, Thailand, and the United States.

In 2014 we have conducted a content analysis of a representative sample of newspaper stories published in 2012 and 2013. In a next step, we send this questionnaire to all the journalists who had written at least one of those news articles that we included in the content analysis. Our main goal is to see how much autonomy journalists have in performing the roles they perceive as important. Therefore, your participation is very important to us!
The survey will take approximately 20 minutes to complete. You will first answer questions based on your role as a journalist. In a second step, we ask you about your daily routine, and finally we ask some demographic questions. 
All the data obtained from the survey will be used for strictly academic purposes, and will be kept confidential at any time. The results obtained from the survey will be analyzed in aggregate form and no individuals will be identified. Once the project is finished, we will be happy to send you a report with our most important findings. 
It is important to point out that your participation is entirely voluntary.
Please, confirm your contribution to this very important study

I consent to being surveyed:

Yes 

No

We very much appreciate your help: Thank you for your participation!


SURVEY ON JOURNALISTIC CULTURES

Thank you for agreeing to take part in this survey.

The questionnaire contains several types of questions. Please, use the mouse or keyboard to indicate the option of your choice. Finally, click the "Submit" button to send your answers to us.
You will not be able to save your answers as you go along or return to the form at a later stage. We would therefore ask you to answer the whole questionnaire in one go and not bit-by-bit. 

1. Below is a list of specific reporting practices that you can use when reporting a news story. Please, read the following instructions to answer the questions:

Rate the statements in the first column, based on how much importance you would give to each of these practices. Please use a five-point scale where 1 is not important at all, 2 is not very important, 3 is somewhat important, 4 is very important, and 5 is extremely important.
Rate the statements in the second column now based on what you can actually do in your work. Specifically, we would like to know how common those practices are in the news stories you get published. Please use a five point scale where 1 is not common at all, 2 is not common, 3 is sometimes, 4 is common, and 5 is very common)

	
	How much importance would you give to each of these practices in your work?
	How common are these practices in the news stories you publish?

	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Questioning what powerful individuals or groups say or do 
	
	

	Providing your opinion on the facts/issues you are reporting
	
	

	Including new voices of the citizen’s group or organizations
	
	

	Featuring one or more individuals and their personal, intellectual, physical, and/or social characteristics 
	
	

	Indicating how a particular event or action might influence the lives of ordinary people 
	
	

	Formulating your own proposals regarding the development or solution to issues or events.
	
	

	Accusing powerful individuals or groups of holding back important information
	
	

	Expressing positive feelings about being from your own country 
	
	

	Encouraging the public to behave in a specific way regarding different events or issues
	
	

	Including explicit references to emotions of people involved in an event 
	
	

	Presenting in a positive light official activities and/or national or regional policies
	
	

	Including information on judicial or administrative processes regarding powerful individuals or groups 
	
	

	Instructing people on their economic, social and/or political duties and rights as citizens
	
	

	Giving tips and practical guidance to the public to deal with everyday life problems. For example, how to deal with noisy neighbours, how to protect oneself in cases of natural disasters and so on
	
	

	Exposing conflicts between the journalist/media and the powerful individuals or groups 
	
	


Using evaluative terms about events or persons in your news reportingdii
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	Providing information on abuses of power or wrongdoing based on extensive inquiry and your own research, rather than simply relying on secondary sources
	
	

	Favorably stressing and highlighting the leadership or management skills of institutional powers and leaders
	
	

	Stressing the political, social and economic achievements of your own country 
	
	

	Explaining the causes, meaning or consequences of specific events or issues.
	
	

	Championing the achievement of individuals or groups that belong to your own country or locality.
	
	

	Quoting sources that question, criticize or accuse of wrongdoings of powerful groups or individuals
	
	

	Providing information about products/services in the news
	
	

	Including details of private life of people being covered in the news 
	
	

	Judging what powerful individuals or groups say or do through your own subjective assertions
	
	

	Presenting background information and context for citizens, regarding specific political events in the news 
	
	

	Emphasizing unusual, spectacular or unexpected aspects of an event/issue by the use of stylistic elements or descriptions such as dramatic adjectives, and/or metaphors in the news
	
	

	Mentioning the impact of political decisions beyond the capital and/or the main cities
	
	

	Including very concrete details when describing acts of violence, crime, sex scenes, or similar events in the news you are covering
	
	

	Giving a positive evaluation of a social organization or citizens’ movement in the news
	
	

	Including different ideological, political, religious, ethnic and/or cultural perspectives in a news story
	
	


2. Now you will find a list of statements about possible functions of journalism in society. Please, tell us how much importance you give to those functions and how common they are in the news stories you write.
- Rate the statements in the first column, based on how important are for you each of these functions as a journalist. Please use a five-point scale where 1 is not important at all, 2 is not very important, 3 is somewhat important, 4 is very important, and 5 is extremely important
- Rate the statements in the third column now based on what you can actually do in your work. Specifically, we would like to ask you to tell us how common these things are in the news stories you publish. Please use a five point scale where 1 is not common at all, 2 is not common, 3 is sometimes, 4 is common, and 5 is very common)
	 
	How much importance do you give to each of these functions?

	How common are these things in the news stories you write?

	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	To monitor and scrutinize political leaders 
	
	

	To provide analysis of current affairs
	
	

	To champion national values 
	
	

	To provide advice and direction in matters of daily life 
	
	

	To provide information people need to make political decisions 
	
	

	To influence public opinion
	
	

	To support national development 
	
	

	To advocate a particular point of view
	
	

	To provide entertainment and relaxation 
	
	

	To influence public policy decisions
	
	

	To educate the audience
	
	

	To be a detached observer
	
	

	To motivate people to participate in political activity
	
	

	To monitor business
	
	

	To support government policy 
	
	

	To provide the audience with the information that is most interesting 
	
	

	To act as a watchdog on civic society
	
	

	To convey a positive image of political leaders 
	
	

	Let people express their views 
	
	

	To provide the kind of news that attracts the largest audience 
	
	

	To promote tolerance and cultural diversity 
	
	

	To convey a positive image of economic leaders 
	
	

	To advocate for social change 
	
	


3. Now, you will find a list of statements about your work. Tell us to what extent these statements apply to your daily practice. Please follow a five-point scale where 1 is Never, 2 is seldom, 3 is sometimes, 4 is almost always , and 5 is always.
	
	

	
	Never
	Seldom
	Sometimes
	Almost always
	Always

	When I have a good idea about a topic that I consider important, I always get it covered
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	I have quite or a lot of freedom to select the news/stories on which I will work on

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	I have quite or a lot of freedom to decide which aspects of a news/story I should emphasize
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	My work does not tend to be edited by others
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5


4. In your view, how important are the following aspects in the news you write? Please circle the appropriate number to show your choice.
	
	

	
	Not important at all
	Not very important
	Somewhat  important
	Very important
	Extremely important

	Presence of different sources and points of view 
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Usage of hard facts and verifiable data 
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Quotes from sources
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Starting a story with facts first before opinion
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Using of reasoning or logic within the news item to prove or show a proposal
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Using conditional expressions 
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5


This final set of questions is being asked to make some general statistical comparisons within the study. None of it will be used to identify you or anyone else participating in the study.

In your daily work, do you work on: 

1
specific beat

2
different beats

Which beat do you work on? 
…………………
How many news items do you normally write in a regular week?

……………………
What is your current position in your newsroom 
1. Editor

2. Reporter

3. Trainee

4. other, specify: 

What is your current employment status?
1
Full-time 

2
Part-time 
3
Freelancer 

4
Other, specify: ……………………………………….…

How many years have you been working as a journalist? 

……………………  

How many years have you been working for your news organization?

…………………
Gender

	Male
	1

	Female
	2


What is your age?

What is your level of education? 
1
Below high school 
2
Some university studies, but no degree

3        Bachelor’s degree or equivalent

4
Master's degree or equivalent

5
PhD

(If your answer is 3, 4, or 5) What is your major?

…………………
In political matters, people talk of “the left”, “the right”, and the “centre”. On a scale where 0 is left, 10 is right, and 5 is center, where would you place yourself?

	0
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10


Thank you!

